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Golfing in Paradise by Bill Flower

www.pgbnews.com

Bill is a true lover of the game of golf and owner of
Oceanside Golf Services in Parksville,

He also is a professional golf course reviewer for
www.canadiangolfer.com

Email Bill at: oceansidegolfcolumn@gmail.com

Cold drinks and laughter abound under the big tent.

Morningstar gets polished up again

Many, many years ago in my teens, a
friend of mine was gifted an old car by
a generous neighbor, The car was once
a gem of a ride, then a bit of rust set
in, a few dents and dings occurred and
it soon was just another car, My friend
had a mechanical mind and a buddy,
who was a whiz with a spray gun, Over
the course of a couple of years, the car
became that gem again.

Morningstar Golf Course is a bit like
my buddy’s car. In its heyday it was at
the top of the list and a course I played
over a span of many years often travel-
ling from my former home in Saskatoon
to play it on five or six consecutive days.
Italso went through various well intend-
ed, but inexperienced golf ownership
groups. Those were the beginnings of
the dents and dings with the rust setting
in over the last few years when sadly it
lost some of its luster.

A new day has dawned for Morning-
star Golfl Course, with the recently ap-
pointed and very talented GM Randy
LaRoche at the wheel and key players
like head professional Mark Forrest

A ith '
Goit Course Club Nights

9 holes of golf, buffet dinner, skill and door prizes.
Lots of fun on and off the course!

LADIES NIGHTS :
August 1 & 22nd, and September 12

MEN'S NIGHTS:

COUPLES NIGHTS:
July 27, August 17, and September 7

Don't forget to register for our 7th A
clmrlty Golf Tournament, Saturday, Jul

2nd folaw the clearly mzrked s'gns.

July 17, August 7 & 28, and September 18
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Located betwezn Quakeum Beach and Bowssr on Huwy 194 Tun en Baorman Fosd

and superintendent Gord America (pro-
nounced A-mur-ee-ka) riding shotgun,
It has already made some huge strides in
the first month of Randy’s tenure. With
the clubhouse still being upgraded and
closed for just a little longer, a white
event tent has been erected next to the
pro shop and the members who did
not move to other courses will tell you
it’s just what the doctor ordered. Well,
actually when I was there the doctor
ordered two smokies, a burger and three
beers, People now have a spot to gather
- pretty simple, very effective.

Head pro Mark Forrest, a man who
mentored under the legendary Jack
McLoughlin at Shaughnessy back in
the early 80’s knows golf and knows
what golfers want. The mood he says
is already more upbeat and subtle im-
provements gleans positive comments
from members and guests alike.

The rough is being cut down, the
greens look smoother and run truer
and bunkers are getting weeds removed
and freshened up. There are more bod-
ies on the payroll in the greenskeepers
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department, which during recent lean
times was just the twosome of superin-
tendent Gord and his assistant, Ryan.
These two are the unsung heroes, really,
working ridiculous hours, with little or
no equipment and minimal tools - lesser
men would have walked.

Some money has been injected to
get the course looking good again.
When Randy LaRoche asked me what
Tthought of the course, after eating one
of Annie’s delicious smokies at the turn,
I paused for a moment realizing I had
to be honest and at the same time not
be put on the spot with a few folks sit-
ting within earshot. [ looked him in the
eye and said, “Randy, one thing about
Morningstar is it has great bones.” 1
guess if he asked while [ was comparing
it to cars I may have said, “It’s straight
and has a great chassis.” Which in a
nutshell means it’s improving daily and
will again in time be the premier course
in the mid-island, the layoul is too good
for it not to be.

It’s great to have you back, Morn-
ingstar.

TARJIN] to Expert Advice on the

> RE/MAX
' First Realty

Diepandery Ounad and Opat st
250.248.1071
jmilroy@shaw.ca

www johnmilroy.com

TWILIGHT
GOLF

9 HOLES
523
SUNSET PACK g%
5 Rounds for only $90

9 and DINE #3550

9 holes and a $16 Credit at Thalassa Restaurant
All prices include taxes,

Quavricum BEAcH
MEMORIAL GOLF CLUD

469 Memorial Ave. Qualicum Beach
250-752-6312 = www.golfqualicum.ca

Beautiful

9 Hole Layout &
Fully Stocked

Golf Shop.

= Open !
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7 Days.aWeek.
Come.On Out,
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Going!
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BOOK ONLINE:
MORNINGSTARGOLF.COM
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Oasis Magazine

Oasis Magazine is seeking a
feature writer to contribute
compelling stories to our award
winning magazine.

Qualifications: Journalism degree
or diploma, or published writing
samples re gulred Apply with
resume and writing samples to:

Lissa Alexander, Editor
OasisMag@PQBNews.com




